


010 Y00 KNOW?

irginia Stage Company, asa

protessional reponal theatre

company, is associated with
Actors’ Equity Association, the Society
of Stage Directors and Choreographers,
and United Scenic Artists. These
orgamzations represent and advocate
for professional actors, dircctors, stage
managers, and designers.

~ Qur home, the Wells Theatre, is

a2 Nanonal Histonic Landmark and an
example of Beaux-Arts Classicism,

In 1985, VSC spearheaded the
community drive to restore the
theatre. The building is now owned
and operated by the City of Norfolk
as are the Harrison Opera House and
Chrysler Hall,

~ VAC has produced the world
premieres of 15 plays inclading
THE SECRET GARDEN {which

won 2 Tony on Broadwav) and
SNAPSHOTS teaturing the music of
Stephen Schwartz.

~ The tive most popular productions
in V5C's 18-vear history are ALWAYS...
PATHY CLENE, A CHRISTMAS CAROL,
HAMLET, PETER PAN, and PUMP BOYS
AND IMNETTES.

Jrasicg Walel ge Pabey Cline tr fast seqson’s hiphly
e e ; stiegessful ALWAYS,..PATSY CLINE
330 lighting instruments that produce  Preea Helen fose

over 1000 watts each [the equivalent

wattage of two |'|.1II'-:.inI'ffE'I":'I. That's like =~ Over the vears, the costume shop has
having 700 hairdrvers running for collected over 939 pairs of shoes,

cach show!

~ On average, each production utilizes

~ In props storage are 10 sofas, 10
~ Currently, there are 6,251 feet of rope  television sets, four plywood cacti, and
hanging above the stage. one rhinoceros head.



WELCOME

elcome to Virginia Stage Company, where you have an exciting
year of theatregoing ahead of you. Five years ago, no one could've
predicted that we'd grow from four plays with 21 actors to this season’s year-

round schedule of over 70 performers in 10 productions at the Wells Theatre,
Chrysler Hall or on tour! Take a moment to check out the new features in this

playhill, which we hope will give you a fuller understanding of VSC's
productions and activities, and the folks who make them happen.

We delight in creating a cultural home for writers who crave an intimate,
immediate forum for their ideas; performers who vearn to feel the immense
power of their artistry to communicate; designers who pray to paint the entire
canvas of existence; and audiences who hunger for the place where they may
probe, with others, the mysteries of life. And one more thing: we like to have
a good time! Enjoy APPALACHIAN STRINGS and come back soon.
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Charlie & Steve
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
eoff Prerson can be seen on the television
% sitcom Grace Under Fire, as Grace's ex-
YBILL husband, immy, He first appeared at
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current through August 22, 1997, VSC
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CAST

The Actirs ancd Siage Mlanagers
ernplenved i this peoduction are
members of Aciors” Equiry
Assacurtan, the wmin of
el aones ard dage
mearazers in the Uniced Stames,

VS0 operates uncer agreements
with the Leasue of Resdent
Theatres: Actors' Equey
MAssnciaring and the Socery af Sape
Chirectord aml Chanegraphess, the
urtion af professiona] dirvcrars and
-:hclriqaraphm -t U Seaees
VAT = a comstisuent of Thesirs
Caomrmimicaaans Group [TOG), the
nacknal service organizagioo for
nom-reiT thearres
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Producrion Assistant

APPALACHIAN STRINGS Ensemble

Molly Andrews
Bob Burrus
Melinda Deane
Tony Marcus
Megan M&Farland
Sandy Silva
.J. Slavin
Dan Wheetman

There will be one 15-minute intermission,

...................... Shelly Payne

VS exrends a very special thank you to Town Pomt Centre, UNUM Life Insurance Company
of America, and Dhvars Real Estate tor providing the rehearsal space for this production,

SPOTLIGHT DN LAUREN MCOONALD, STAGE MANAGER

What does a
® stage manager
dof I'm the
directors” “righr
arm,” the
primary liaison
among all the
members of the
creanve and
production
teams., Some-
times in rehearsal
a director savs,
“That dress
needs a pocket”
or “The barking
dog cue goes after that line,” so | make sure
the cosame and sound staff ger daily updares,
During tech rehearsals, when the show
actually moves onstage, I'm the one who
tells the crew when to send actors on, bring
n scenery, turn on ights and a thousand
other things,

Howr do you make all of that bappen? |
create a prompt script, which T have from the

first day of rehearsals. On one side of the
page are the actors’ lines. On the other, |
note where the actors move on the ST, Alnrlg
with the cues for lights, sound, scenery and
any special effects. During performarnices, |
keep one eve on the scrpt and the other on
the stage.

Are vou backstage? How do you keep in
touch with so many people?  No, I'm in thar
booth in the top balcony. Ir's vital for me to
be able o see the show and conerol the
tnrming, | communicate the cues on headser,
50 I'm always talking to tour or hve people in
ditferent pars of the theatre ar once.

What's the hardest part of vour job?
What's vour favorite part? Because theatre
is live, you have to be able to think very
quickly when suddenly a pece of scenery
docsn't want to move or an imporeane light
goes out, | love learming to ttime the cues with
the lighting and sound designers, since thar's
where | fit in to the art onstage. The audience
can feel jarred if the actors, lights and music
aren't perfectly in sync: In an ideal world, the
audience will never even know I'm there! 1y







